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WE ARE CALLED 

To "love God with all your heart" is to WORSHIP 

To "love your neighbors as yourself" is MINISTRY 

To "go...make disciples" is EVANGELISM 

To "baptize" is to incorporate into FELLOWSHIP 

To "teach them...all things" is DISCIPLESHIP 

C A L L I N G  P E O P L E  H I G H E R  

CONNECT 

 Our 4 Distinct Services  
8:15 Traditional in Chapel 

9:30 Contemporary 
11:00 Blended 

1:30 Korean/English 

10/5      Pancake Breakfast 8 - 9:30 AM 

 Harvest Day Sale 10 AM 

10/6 World Communion Sunday 

 Share It Sunday Café 

 Go2God in Prayer 

10/9 Senior Adult Trip 

10/13 Men’s Breakfast 

             Youth Fall Fun Day 

             Administrative Council 

1026 Woman’s Mini Retreat 

 Men’s Retreat 

In the month of September we focused on stewardship and giving, cul-

minating with  the offering of our estimates of giving for 2020. You may 

have heard that Mount Zion uses those figures to build a faithful and 

responsible budget for the coming year. Let me briefly walk you through 

that process and some of the financial philosophy that undergirds it. 

 

Our church treasurer, Martha Eatmon, confidentially compiles the fig-

ures from the estimate of giving cards and applies some mathematical 

formulas to arrive at a projected amount that we can expect to receive 

for the year. That gives our Finance Committee a baseline figure with 

which to begin the budgeting process. The Finance Committee plans to 

meet on October 24 to assemble a budget proposal. That proposal goes 

to Mount Zion’s Administrative Council on November 10. If approved it 

goes into effect on January 1, 2020. 

 

Meanwhile, at the end of September and the beginning of October 

Mount Zion’s 26 ministry teams and 5 Administrative committees prayer-

fully forecast ministry needs and opportunities for which they are re-

sponsible for the new year. They each have an opportunity to submit 

budget requests to the Finance Committee for inclusion in the next 

budget. The Finance Committee considers (and often agonizes over) 

what line items can be established or eliminated, increased or de-

creased.  

Continued on next page 



Some statements roll off of our tongues so easily, make 

us feel so much better, and get repeated so frequently 

that we believe them. But, some of them are flat wrong. It 

is better to know the truth, and God’s truth is far better 

than these poor substitutes. [This series of messages uses con-

cepts and wording from Shane Pruitt’s book, 9 Common Lies Christians 

Believe.] 

 

10/6 “God Won’t Give Me More Than I Can Handle”  

10/13 “God Gained Another Angel”  

10/20 “God Just Wants Me to Be Happy” 

10/27 “I Could Never Forgive That Person”  

11/3 “Follow Your Heart”  

11/10 “Well, __________ Will Never Change”  

11/17 “Believe in Yourself”  

SERMON SERIES 
Those are some of the nuts and bolts of the process, but 

what is equally significant is the understandings that guide 

the process. Here are a few: 

 We want to fund ministry as much as possible through 

the church budget and regular giving rather than 

through fundraisers or soliciting additional funds from 

individuals. This helps the church as a whole to “own” 

the ministry and take responsibility for its mission. It 

also keeps the focus on the body of Christ operating 

as a unit rather than ministry “silos” with separate 

identities and priorities.  

 The church budget cannot fund every request at the 

level everyone might like, but we believe God will pro-

vide us with what is needed to do the work of ministry 

that he is calling us to accomplish. That encourages 

us to evaluate our effectiveness, priorities, and effi-

ciency. 

 We must hold in perfect tension both the need to “step 

out in faith” with the need to “act as wise stewards of 

what God provides.” 

 God has unquestionably blessed Mount Zion for more 

than two centuries. We must never take that for grant-

ed. Instead, we praise and thank our heavenly Father 

for his provision in the past and we rest our hope on 

him for the future. 

You can give confidently to God through Mount Zion know-

ing the budgeting process and the principles behind it. 
 

Your fellow servant, Pastor Leonard 

 

 

Administrative Council meeting on 

October 13th at 7 PM  

in fellowship hall. 

 

 

Monday, October 28th at 7 PM at 

Ebenezer UMC, Raleigh. 

Discovering  

Mount Zion 

Have you ever wondered 

about the ins & outs of Mount 

Zion?  Would you like to 

know how  to join the church?  We invite you to attend our 

Discovering Mount Zion Class. Contact the Church Office 

to find out when the next class is scheduled.   



CHILDREN & FAMILY 

A Wednesday night pro-

gram for children to 

GRASP them with the gos-

pel, GATHER them with 

other Christians, GROW them in the Christian faith, 

equipping them to GIVE generously to God, and GLORI-

FY God with their lives. We do this through Science, 

Games, Crafts, Cooking, outdoor adventures and Fun!  

Infant, Toddlers, Preschool and K-5th Grade Programs - 

6:30-7:30 PM Register Here  

Children’s Hand Chimes 

Monday nights  6 - 6:30 PM in the sanctuary 

 This group will present on December 7th at Unpacking 

Christmas, December 22nd at 11:00 during the offering 

and on December 24th at the 4:00 Family Christmas Eve 

Service. This group is for 1st through 5th Grade.  

 

Veteran’s Appreciation Banquet 

November 10th at 5 PM 

We invite all retired and active military service members 

to an evening celebrating their service to our nation. 

Youth Ministry will be hosting this evening to include 

entertainment and a seated dinner for them and their 

guest.  

As a “Thank You” for your service  

this event is free to attend. 

YOUTH 

A Wednesday night pro-

gram for Youth to GRASP 

them with the gospel, 

GATHER them with other 

Christians, GROW them in 

the Christian faith, equipping them to GIVE generously 

to God, and GLORIFY God with their lives. 6th - 12th 

Grade 6:30-8 PM  Register Here  

YOUTH CALENDAR 

10/02 Elevate Youth 6:30-8 PM 

10/09 Elevate Youth 6:30-8 PM 

10/13 Hayride & Corn Maze 

10/16 Elevate Youth 6:30-8 PM “Chopped” Night 

10/23 Elevate Youth 6:30-8 PM 

10/30 Elevate Youth 6:30-8 PM 

11/06 Elevate Youth 6:30-8 PM 

11/10 Veteran’s Appreciation Banquet 5-6:30 PM 

11/13 Elevate Youth 6:30-8 PM - Operation CC Boxes 

11/20 Elevate Youth 6:30-8 PM Mission Night 

 Senior Living & Nursing Facility Singing 

11/27 NO ELEVATE 

Youth Fall Fun Day 

At Ken’s Corny Corn Maze 

October 13th   3 - 8 PM 

We will enjoy an afternoon of fall 

fun, as we journey through a 6 Acre 

Corn Maze, dig into God’s Word 

and relax on a Hayride! Cost is $15 

per youth, bring a friend!  

Register online now! 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=wVEa01egD9nUHuhGFYZXhA==&site=154881&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=4764&EventID=158783&sn=154881
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=wVEa01egD9nUHuhGFYZXhA==&site=154881&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=4764&EventID=158783&sn=154881
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=gzCF81rQfzQhPM99CaF6VA==&site=154881&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=4764&EventID=181816&sn=154881


EVANGELISM 

 

Christmas Bazaar 

Saturday, November 2nd 

8:30 - 2:30 PM 

Join us for a day of Fellowship and   

shopping! Hand crafted items,  

unique gifts, door prizes and more!  

Interested in being a vendor you can  

still sign up online at www.mountzion-umc.org,  

under upcoming events until 10/15! 

FUNDRAISING 

Annual Harvest Day  

Pancake Breakfast & Auction 

Saturday, October 5th  
 

The pancake breakfast is $10 and will be from 8 - 9:30 

AM. We will have regular and gluten free pancakes, 

pork and turkey sausage, coffee, juice and milk.  

 

At 10 AM we will begin the live auction in the Fellowship 

Hall. Beautiful homemade crafts, delicious baked goods 

and home canned items will be auctioned off by the 

soon to be famous auctioneer, Phil Cunningham. Bring 

your family to breakfast and stay for the auction. Your 

children will be mesmerized by the auction process and 

may learn to bid! The concession stand will serve 

hotdogs and chicken salad croissants, along with chips 

and beverages.  

 

Come spend the day and get your daily dose of laugh-

ter. You will be glad you did! Net proceeds will go to the 

Mount Zion UMC Building Fund. 

BBQ Chicken - Thank You 

Another fundraiser has come and gone and it was such a 

success. Mount Zion UMC members really show up for 

the opportunity to serve others. Some showed up for the 

BBQ Chicken as early as 4 AM! Thank you Mike Stewart, 

Clarence Kinley, Al Andrews, Greg Burns, Tommy Crock-

er and Allen Dyer for cooking the most delicious BBQ 

chicken in all the land. There were many kitchen helpers 

that came in the morning and dipped chicken, green 

beans and potatoes all day long. Bille Matthews has han-

dled the drive through line for many years and is a pro at 

keeping that line moving with the help of Pete Brendle.  

We had dessert makers, dessert servers, beverage mak-

ers, beverage servers, table cleaners, trash can changers, 

people that helped with set up and clean up, ticket sellers, 

delivery drivers, delivery order takers and those that 

helped organize the take out orders so that it ran like 

clockwork. We had the Boy Scouts parking cars with the 

help of Kevin Myers. We had members to come for dinner 

that jumped in to help and missed getting their chicken. It 

was a wonderful day with lots of new relationships made. 

 

Last year we sold out of 1376 chicken halves at 6:15 PM. 

This year we ordered 1600 chicken halves and sold out at 

6:40 PM. We are planning to order even more next year. 

We are so sorry if you were unable to eat with us this 

year. Please come again next year. 

 

Thank you everyone for your generosity. We are sending 

$12,616 for continued hurricane relief.  

Thanks Be To God! 



MISSION’S 

Smithfield Rescue Mission   

We are receiving a collection of coffee, sugar, creamer, tea 

bags, and hot chocolate during the month of October for 

the Smithfield Rescue Mission.  Place your donations to 

the right in the Narthex.   

 

Operation Christmas Child Box  

Beginning Sunday, October 13th, the shoeboxes will be 

available in the Narthex, Chapel, and in the Fellowship 

Hall.  Please pick up one or more to fill and return by Sun-

day, November  10th, to the Narthex.  
 

For the month of October we are collecting $10 to cover 

the cost of shipping the boxes. Our goal is 75 boxes.  

Make your checks out to Mount Zion UMC and please 

specify “Operation Shoebox” on the memo line or on cash 

envelope and put it in the collection plate. 

 

Decision America Tour - Franklin Graham 
 

Franklin Graham will be speaking on Sunday, October  6th at 

4 PM  at Walnut Creek in Raleigh.  God is using people like 

you to transform lives—and entire communities—with the 

Gospel. The Decision America Tour will stop in eight cities 

across North Carolina this October as Franklin Graham joins 

believers like you to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We 

invite the Mount Zion church family to look around your plac-

es of work, your schools, and your neighborhoods for people 

to invite to attend. There is nothing more effective then a per-

sonal invitation. Also for those who are traveling on their own 

there is transportation available in the church vans. Please 

contact Patty Eller if you would like to reserve a seat  at 919-

553-1106 or peller@ncruralcenter.org  

TRANSPORTATION  

The Transportation Team  would like to have a transport 

wheelchair in each van in case it is ever needed. If there 

is anyone who has one and would like to donate it, 

please contact Clayton Ennis at 919-215-5293.    

Join us for fellowship, fun, roasted North Carolina oys-

ters, “peel & eat shrimp”, wings, slaw, hush puppies, hot 

dogs, clam chowder and chili.  Suggested donation is 

$20 per person for seafood eaters and $10 per person 

for non-seafood eaters. Make your check out to “Mount 

Zion UMC” and note "Oyster Roast” in  the Memo, place 

it in the offering plate or pay that night. Please bring a 

dessert to share, if you can. Net proceeds go to the 

Good Samaritans Sunday School Class Christmas 

Family Fund, to adopt families in need at Christmas and 

throughout the year.   

Good Samaritan’s  

NC Oyster Roast  
November 2nd  at 5:30 PM 



SENIOR’S 

Senior Adult Trip  

Farmers Market in Raleigh 

Wednesday, October 16th   9:45 AM 

 
Devotion, fellowship and fun! Lunch will be your only 

cost, at your choice of restaurants at the Farmers Mar-

ket. Call LaVerne Coats at 919-820-1950 to reserve your 

seat.  
 

Senior Community Luncheon 
 

There is no luncheon scheduled for the month of October. 

 

MEN’S 

Men’s  Retreat  

at Camp Rockfish  

October 25th  - 27th 
Depart 7 PM Friday 

Return 4 PM Sunday 

 

Cost  $130  

due by 10/14 
 

We will enjoy a Campfire, Music and Worship, Horse-

shoes & Corn hole. The cost Includes meals Saturday 

through Sunday, snacks, drinks, study materials and a 

retreat T-shirt. Please bring linens for your bunk. Regis-

tration open through 10/14.  

WOMEN’S 

Restart 

Rest 

Refocus 

Relax 

Revival 

Renewal 

Let God 

Restore My Soul 

Please join us on  

Saturday, October 26th 

8:30-1:00 PM - Cost $10 

8:30-9 AM Continental Breakfast will be available. 

Retreat begins at 9 AM, with lunch being served at 

noon. Guest Speaker will be Teresa Allen.  Teresa is 

proof that our God has a sense of humor. She is the 

president and founder of Merry Hearts Ministries. Merry 

Hearts is a multi-faceted ministry of encouragement 

that incorporates singing, Christian comedy, Bible 

teaching and anything that she can do to lift up the 

name of Jesus Christ.  

Registration is available online through 10/9!  

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Giving Thanks for Christmas Party 

Friday, November 22nd  

7 - 8:30 PM 

Come and enjoy a night of fellowship and fun! We 

will have refreshments, games, and a gift exchange!  

For all our Secret Sister participants your Sister will 

reveal herself to you at the party. We will also be 

supporting our local Raleigh Rescue Mission initia-

tive called “Create a Holiday Box for a Hungry 

Family”. Register online starting 10/26 through 

11/15.  



Serving Our Country 

Alex Costain, Trey Grissom, Matt Kuhn, Zack Mo-

reland, Chad Myers, Daniel Rex, Darren Shelp, Nick 

Ives, Matt Ives, Zachary Penny, Ethan Newsom 

 

Prayer Requests 

Mickey Stanley, Tom and Connie Breci, Jerry and 

Denise Hicks, Dennis Kerchner, Pat Maynard, Mable 

Penny, Ronnie Strickland, Melissa Cupit, Jean 

McElveen 

 

Words cannot adequately express our deep appreci-

ation for all the love and support that was shown to 

our family throughout the illness and passing of our 

"Mom Shirley" (Shirley McLaurin).  We have been so 

blessed with your cards, visits, food, prayers and 

beautiful flowers!  Mom Shirley would have been so 

pleased!  She truly enjoyed all the cards she re-

ceived, the visits, calls and all the love, prayers and 

thoughtfulness showered upon her.  We will never 

forget the many kindnesses shown to our fami-

ly.  Thank you all so very much!   The Family of 

Shirley McLaurin 

 

You blessed our family in many ways during the ill-

ness and death of our sister, Shirley McLaurin.  Your 

love & faithfulness in serving Him was evident day 

after day. I pray that God will continue to bless your 

ministry in mighty ways.  In His love, Joy Dry 

 

Thank you so much for your prayers, love, cards and 

support in the death of my father.  Love in Christ,  

Lori Pierce 

 

A plaque has been placed for the glory of God and in 

memory of Patricia Taylor, 1934 - 2019, given by her  

family and friends. 

FINANCE 

PRAYER MOBILIZATION 

October is here and we can appreciate the cooler tempera-

tures and the smell of a burning fireplace in the breeze.  Time 

to put away our beach stuff and take out our walking shoes.  

Now is a great time to get outside and enjoy nature.  I hope 

that while you are enjoying all of God’s creations you take the 

time to say a prayer of thanks for all you have been given.  

Take the time to really see a beautiful sunset and realize who 

gave that to us.  We often are too busy to take a step back 

and just appreciate things we don’t have to pay for, such as 

the air we breathe, the smile on a child’s face or the greeting 

from our pets when we come home.  Take the time to pray 

and give thanks or say a prayer for someone else.  

Come join us on October 6, at 12:00 noon in the Parlor for 

Go2God In Prayer.  If you don’t want to pray for yourself, then 

come pray for those who don't know Jesus yet and make a 

difference in this world.   

If you can’t join us on Sunday, then be reminded we have a 

Prayer Room located just beside the Chapel.  Go up the 

wooden ramp and place your prayer on the prayer board and 

let us know when it gets answered.  We know Jesus is waiting 

to hear from you. 

Financial Update through August 2019 

Total Contributions to General Fund   $367,364 

Interest Income (Gen Fund) & Sales Tax Refund $    4,441 

Less Total Expenses                ($342,892) 

Income Exceeds Budgeted Expenses  $  28,913 
 

Building Fund 

Building Fund Carryover from 2018   $355,136 

Interest Earned on Building Fund CD’s in 2018  $    3,842 

Interest Earned on Building Fund CD’s in 2019  $    2,660 

Individual/Family 2019 Contributions   $  28,003 

Total of Building Fund    $389,641 
 

Fundraiser 

Ole Fashion Supper (100% to Missions)  $  10,086 



Mount Zion  UMC 
15772 NC HWY 50 North   
9 - 5:00 PM 
919-772-8415  
info@mountzion-umc.org 
   

Leonard Rex, Lead Pastor 
leonard@mountzion-umc.org 
   
Isaac (Jiwon) Ryu, Associate Minister 
Isaac@mountzion-umc.org  

 
Jenni Ackerman, Family & Connections Minister 
 jenni@mountzion-umc.org 
   
Julie An, Director of Traditional Music 
julie@mountzion-umc.org 
 

Lance Clark, Director of Contemporary Music 
lance@mountzion-umc.org 
 

 
 
Facebook.com/MountZion UMC 

BLENDED 

EVERY SUNDAY WE COME TOGETHER FROM MANY DIFFERENT BACKGROUNDS TO PRAISE GOD AND 

LEARN TO APPLY HIS WORD.  WE SEEK TO CREATE AN ENVIRONMENT THAT ENCOURAGES AUTHENTIC 

CONNECTION WITH JESUS CHRIST.  THE STYLE OF MUSIC IS VARIED WITH OUR GOAL  BEING TO UNITE 

OUR HEARTS IN WORSHIP, TO BECOME AWARE OF HIM IN OUR MIDST, AND TO OFFER HIM ALL THAT 

WE HAVE AND ARE.  


