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The writer of the letter to the Hebrews instructs: Through 

Jesus we should always bring God a sacrifice of praise, 

that is, words that acknowledge him. –Hebrews 13:15 

(GW) 

 

We can and should do that individually, continually, 

spontaneously, but also it benefits our church family to 

express our acknowledgment of God’s blessings more 

formally. What you are reading is the first of what we 

hope becomes an occasional recounting of indications 

of God’s work among us. It is a way for us to pause, look 

back, and lift up; to take inventory, celebrate what has 

occurred, and intentionally glorify God as the source of 

every good gift. With all the negative news reporting and 

all the fear and fallout, as the body of Jesus Christ we 

can still live with gratitude for the past and hope for the 

future. I trust that you will experience both as you con-

sider God’s work among us. 

 

Pastor Leonard      

WE ARE CALLED 

To "love God with all your heart" is to WORSHIP 

To "love your neighbors as yourself" is MINISTRY 

To "go...make disciples" is EVANGELISM 

To "baptize" is to incorporate into FELLOWSHIP 

To "teach them...all things" is DISCIPLESHIP 

C A L L I N G  P E O P L E  H I G H E R  

4 Distinct Services  

8:15 - Traditional in Chapel 

9:30 Contemporary 

11:00 Blended 

1:00 Korean/English 

NEW MEMBERS 
We welcome our new member that have 

joined in the last few months. 
 

Andy & Christina Wilson 

Ira & Deirdre Jersey 

Travis & Dana Parker 

Chris & Ashley Ronk 

Jan-March 2020 

PRAISE REPORT 



WORSHIP CONNECTIONS 

Live Streaming Services 

As a church in 2019, we live streamed some 

of our special services, such as Christmas 

Cantata Sunday, and Christmas Eve. Howev-

er, in late January, God began to really press 

in on the Mount Zion staff with an urgency to 

get live stream going on a weekly basis. On 

March 1
st
 we began live streaming a Sunday 

morning service on Facebook. The following 

week we began also adding the Korean/

English service.  The response was positive 

for those who are homebound, ill or out of 

town and unable to attend Worship in person.  

We had no idea how God would use this 

streaming ministry in the coming weeks. 
 

Full time Online Worship 

Due to the fear of the spread of the Corona-

virus, trustees and Pastor Leonard agreed 

that it was best to close the church buildings 

to protect the congregation. As that an-

nouncement was made, we began planning 

how we, as a staff, would continue to help  

our church family to worship. God is so good! 

He prepares the way. We had already begun 

live streaming on Facebook, but now it would 

be the primary way that we worshiped. Each 

week we stream live at 10 AM on Facebook. 

We also record the service on CD’s and have 

them in the prayer room for anyone who can’t 

view the service online.  
 

New Equipment 

A small investment has made a big impact! 

We were fortunate enough to find a live 

streaming camera that comes with an app 

that has enhanced the online worship experi-

ence. We now have enlarged slides and a 

countdown, as well as title tiles to introduce 

those leading.  We praise God for His divine 

guidance in leading the staff early in this di-

rection. 

 

Staying Connected 

during Covid19  

As a staff, we gath-

ered to discuss how 

to keep the church 

family connected with one another when we 

couldn’t be together face to face.  We cov-

ered the worship part with live stream, but 

that’s only one hour out of a very long week. 

God again provided the plan. 
 

Online Daily Devotions 

We began with daily Facebook live stream 

devotions Monday - Friday at 8 AM. Staff 

taking turns sharing a 10 - 15 minute devo-

tion, to encourage our church family to start 

their day together and with God.   
 

Online Parent Support Group 

Staff began an Online Parent Support 

Group through Facebook. We have daily 

cartoons, prayers, devotions, and encourag-

ing words between parents as we walk 

through this difficult and uncertain time. 
 

Online Connect Groups 

This week we have begun Online Connect 

Groups. We have six groups that are meet-

ing through online platforms that allow them 

to see and talk to each other during their 

group meeting.  
 

Online Sunday School 

This past Sunday, we also started Online 

Sunday School.  Good Samaritans, Bible 

Seekers, and Youth meet online at different 

times on Sunday to study God’s Word to-

gether. 
 

If you have any questions on how to join 

one of these online opportunities, please 

contact Jenni Ackerman. 

 

 



New items have been added throughout the 

church grounds: some were planned budget-

ed projects, and others were  donations, but 

all given to the Glory of God! Below are just 

some of them. 

SPRC SOMETHING NEW 

Quilt Case 

SPRC Announcement 

The Staff Parish Relations Committee is very 

pleased to announce the staffing of the E519 

leader position. This new part time position 

will oversee the preparation and presentation 

of musical offerings provided by E519 during 

worship. Erin Nenni has been hired to fill this 

role. She will be working under the leader-

ship of Julie An in Julie’s new expanded posi-

tion of Director of Music Ministry. Please join 

us in congratulating them to their new roles. 

 

A Little About Erin 

Erin Nenni grew up in Ben-

son, NC. She graduated 

from East Carolina Univer-

sity in 2005 and later be-

gan a professional career 

in music, both writing and 

performing. Erin, her hus-

band (Louie), and their 

three boys have been ac-

tively involved at Mount Zion since 2011. She 

is passionate about music and believes that 

through authentic worship, where we humble 

ourselves before God and praise His name, 

we can move into a closer and deeper rela-

tionship with Him. 

 

 

 

 

Isaac Jiwon Ryu has 

received his citizen-

ship in the USA!   

 

Congratulations 

Isaac! 

Cross & bench between 

Chapel & Sanctuary. 

New glass doors 

on the Sanctuary. 

New driveway  

at parsonage. 

New stove top gas  

oven, and new wall 

oven with warming 

drawer. 



FINANCE 

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows gener-

ously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart 

to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to 

bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will 

abound in every good work. As it is written: “They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; 

their righteousness endures forever.–2 Corinthians 9:6-9 (NIV) 

 

Each fall the Finance Committee develops a budget for Mount Zion. The Committee compares 

our estimated expenses to our forecasted giving for the upcoming year. Most often, our initial 

expense estimates exceed our giving forecasts, and tough decisions have to be made to cover 

the gap between the two. Our giving forecast has been very accurate in the past and the Com-

mittee relies on it to aid in the process. The Finance Committee takes the budgeting process 

very seriously and works diligently to prepare a realistic budget. In the Fall of 2018 when the 

Finance Committee went through this process, it was faced with a rather large gap; our esti-

mated expenses exceeded our estimated giving by over $75,000. To cover part of this gap, 

the decision was made to use the proceeds from our annual fundraisers to fund our “missions” 

budget (each year Mount Zion budgets a fixed amount as a minimum to give to various local 

and global missions). These fundraiser proceeds had historically been directed to our building 

fund. The final budget was approved with a $42,000 gap. As uncomfortable as we were with 

this, we also had faith that God would show us the way.   

 

As 2019 progressed we were blessed in that our fundraisers did extremely well. As the year 

progressed, we continued to be blessed financially. As a result, we were able to give more to 

missions than we ever have as a church (over three times what we had planned). Our annual 

Stewardship Campaign results were the best we’ve ever seen with a 50% increase in total 

commitments from the previous year. Our total giving for the year came in over $100,000 

above our forecast, which was also an all-time high for the church.  And on top of that, we re-

ceived two very generous bequests during the year. As these blessings unfolded, I couldn’t 

help but think of the Scripture above …whoever sows generously will reap generously. As a 

church body we were generous, and we were abundantly blessed.  As a congregation you 

were generous, and I thank you for that.   

 

I pray that God continues to bless each of you, especially during this time of uncertainty, and I 

pray that God will continue to bless his work in our church.   

 

In Service, 

 

Tony Hewett 

2019 Finance Chair 



PRAYER MOBILIZATION FUNDRAISING TEAM 

The Ole Fashioned Supper 

took place on Saturday, 

March 14.  However, in-

stead of the “all you can eat 

buffet”, we changed it to 

drive-through at the last mi-

nute due to COVID 19.  Din-

ers drove around to the rear 

of the church, placed their 

order on printed menus, 

then drove to the fellowship hall side door to 

wait for their food to be delivered to their car. 

Volunteers manned the buffet tables, getting 

plates made to 

order in minutes. 

Thank you to all 

the cooks, ticket 

sellers, phone-a-

thon callers, do-

nators,  set up 

and tear down 

volunteers, errand runners, Boy Scouts doing 

traffic control, money takers, volunteers at the 

dinner, all the diners and the fundraising 

team.  It was a wonderful day full of blessings.  

At this point, our net proceeds are about 

$7000, and we still have about 80 lbs of BBQ 

left! Our Net Proceeds will be sent to Zoe Em-

powers and Community Of Hope.  

YARD TEAM 

Updated Prayer Room 

The prayer room has 

gone through an update, 

and is ready for use. 

Thank you to the Prayer 

Mobilization Team, for 

their hard work in organ-

izing the room and mak-

ing the space inviting. 

Stop by to see it any-

time, and, even 

better, stop by for 

some prayer time. 

Yard Team had a clean 

up day in March.  Bushes 

were trimmed, mulch was 

laid.  As always, the 

church yard looks amaz-

ing!  A shout out to our 

volunteers, as even 

though the church build-

ing is closed, we still have volunteers coming 

to mow and maintain the upkeep of the 

church grounds. A big thank you to all that 

contribute to this ministry. 


